Publication: The Straits Times, p C02
Date: 3 October 2016

Headline: Regional centres bring jobs closer to home

Regional centres bring jobs closer to home

Regional and fringe centres outside
the city centre were introduced in
Singapore’s 1991 Concept Plan with
the lifestyle goal of bringing jobs
closertohome.

In planning jargon, it was called a
decentralisation strategy.

The Concept Plan is a strategic
land use and transportation plan
that seeks to guide Singapore’s de-
velopment over the next 40 to 50
years. It is reviewed every 10 years,
withthe nextone due in2021.

“By offering job opportunities

closer to homes, regional centres re-
duce the need for long daily com-
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mutes between h dworkand
help to cut down traffic congestion
to and from the city centre,” says
Mr Lee Wai Kin, group director for
strategic planning at the Urban Re-
development Authority (URA).

The URA noted that more than 40
per cent of the workers in Tampines
Regional Centre and nearby Changi
Business Parklive in the east.

Analysts told The Straits Times
that the decentralisation strategy

ture to create new em-
ployment clusters and growth cor-
ridors in regional centres will con-
tinue to be important in sustaining
Singapore’s long-term competi-
tiveness,” notes Ms Anthea To,
head of advisory and consulting at
Colliers International.

Global design and consulting firm
Arup says that building multiple

P does not depend solely
on one central business district to
drive commerce.

The different regional centres,
though, need to have their own
unique identity and varying eco-
nomic focus to set themselves apart,
andtoattract related businesses.

Here is where master planning
comes in. The process guides land
use, transport connectivity and
how the area integrates with exist-
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“Itisimportant to have adifferen-
tiator... The identity of space leads
to a sense of ownership. You owna
space because you know it has a dif-
ferent feel to it,” says Mr Chintan
Raveshia, cities and transit develop-
mentleaderat Arup.

He notes that being sited near a
major transport node is also a key
feature of successful regional hubs.

The “walkability” of the neighbour-

and district-level infrastructure
suchasa district-cooling system, are
allkey planning considerations.

As a regional centre shapes up, it
bringswith itmore visitorsandanin-
crease in trucks making deliveries to
commercial buildings. “The chal-
lenge is to develop an integrated ur-
ban transportation and logistics con-
cept that will regulate people and
freight flows simultaneously,” says
Professor Lau Hoong Chuin, of the
School of Information Systems at
Singapore Management University.

To this end, urban planners can
tap smart technology to anticipate
and facilitate commuter and freight
flows, Prof Lauadds.
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