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Headline: How African game reserve cuts rhino kills by 96%

How African
ino kills by 96%
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e horn can fetch up to
US$80,000 (514,000 per kilo-
gram on the International black
mazket - eight times the price of a

game reserve

- 1o track and monitor the move.
mentof peaple within the reserve.
‘The goal s to intervene and stop
peaple entering the reserve illegal-
animal

But this method of protecting the

vationists sometimes have to re-
moveits horn.

_ Instead, a new high-tech solution

‘The first-of-its-kind programme
has been successfully piloted at a
62,000ha pirate gume reerve fn

exs away from the reserves ‘where

of tha <wrkFs shinicsroace are

¢ involves the use of advanced
l«hnolng) - such as thermal imag-
ing, sensors and biometric scanning

Results from the first phase of the
pilot, which started in fanuary last
year, showed that the technology
helped to reduce the number of thi-
1o kills by 96 per cent compared
with before the technology was
used. Dubbed Connected Conserva-
tion, the solution is a joint initiative
byinternational technology compa-
nies Dimension Dataand Cisco.

‘The strategy is a marked change
from other tactics used by conserva-
tionists to keep poachers away
from the rhino’s horn.
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time,” said

sert-

ed Into ts horn and under its skin,

ing a rhino puts i at risk of becom.
ingblind

nology firm Autodesk earlier this
year came up with an easy-to-use
3D modelling software that was
used by international marine group
The Hyd: and docu-

volved; and removing a rhino’s
hora deprives it of a tool for de-
fence or attracting mates.
Mr Bruce Watson, Dimension
lead for global strategc rela
s Cisco, told The Straits
Times during a site visit to the re-
serve earlier this week: “Many of

ment coral growt
“The National nﬂ....ue Boardalso
used the Autodesk technology to
scan and develop 3D models of 10
sculptures at Haw Par Vill, to be
used for heritage documentation,
preservationand presentation.
Local virtual reality start-up

are reactive solutions, and I think
what that does s stress out the ani.
mal because you are interacting

torian Michacl Walsh, an associate
professor at the Nanyang Techno-
logical University, to document an

“Sowhat we've done is tolookat a

ag
Cyprus, that can be “explored” us-

tion - protect-
ing the land against human beings,
People cannot get to the animals.

tioncircles in Singapore andabroad

Sensors pinpoint where

Poachers prefer to work at night,
using cover of darkness to hide

We wanted to show how the
sites looked like in different cras,
the pivotal events that happened at
eachlocation, how one place s relat-
ed to another and how people’s

incursions take place

noceros. Since the technology
was installed in January last year,

es
aHiverlab spokesman.
Prof Walsh said: “Itis truly a case
ofthe hard sciences workingn tan-
dem with art history and cultural
heritage, to breathe lfe into fragile
ind endangered sites, and to take
themmntothe globalclsszoom. The
technology available today is un.
prercdtnlu‘l Wt needs tobe con-
tent-drive
Assistant Professor Akshat Ku-
mar, from the Singapore Manage-
ment University’s School of Infor-
mation Systems, said there is a
growing trend of using technology
inthe conservation of societal o en-
virnmental resources.
application of
techaalogy (it
ervation issues holds great prom
ise and has the potential to gener.
ate new insights for movingus clos-
ertowardsa sustainable future.*
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Therease sready posve sign,
Mr Watson, who has

Mr Bruce ts to end
that, The group executive of tech-
nology company Dimension
Data’s Cisco Alliance believes
technology can help get rid of this
“blindspot” inthe fight tosave en-

Akey component of the system
isthe network of sensorsinstalled
along the perimeter fence of the
62,000ha reserve.

The sensors send alerts to the

For instance, thermal imaging
ind cameras

it detects an
azomaly, for instance,  person
The

Tootlied g the otmete:
fence of a game reserve could
alert rangers to people trying to
enter the reserve illegally. This
wouldallowthem tointervene
foreananimal gets kil
The results of a pilot pro-
gramme using such technology
have been encouraging The Con-
nected Conservation programme,
ajoint initiative of Dimension Da-
ind Cisco, is being tested at a

ranger re-

than
South African bush. The Straits
Times saw 15 rhinos within two
hours while on a game drive on
Tuesday. This was the biggest
number of thinos he had seenana
single drive.

The hope is that the technology
can be replicated in other re-
secrenia Alricaand lobaly o e

actly where the incursion has oc-
curred and can dispatcha helicop-
ter to the site within eight min-
utes. Without the technology, it
would take hours to identify a

in the f endan-
gered. species, inchuding ele-
phants, lions, pangolin, iges
andevense:

Mr Chris Dedicoat, exccutve
vice-president of workdwide sa

break-in,

‘The next phase of the pilot will
look at, among other things, how
‘seismic sensors can be deployed
toensure

Thinos

bility they need
and informed

to make effect

reserve stay on the trail and do

private game reserve in South Afri-
ca, home to ngered thi-
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