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Data from devices
can allow real-time
fine-tuning of traffic
flow, for example

iving in the age of the smart city
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Across the globe, cities like
Singapore are investing heavilyin
smart city infrastructure, which is
generating unprecedented
amounts of data. Such information
has huge potential to help
governments, residents and
businesses make smarter choicesin
areas such as urban transportation,
healthcare, logisticsas well as
policy and planning.

Technologies that enable easy
generation, storage and sharing of
such diverse data streams allow for
large-scale studies on urban
‘mobilityand collective behaviour.

InSingapore, through
government-led open data
initiatives such as Data gov.sgand
the Land Transport Authority’s
DataMall, a wide variety of
information has been made
available for public use. For
example, camerasalong
expressways upload real-time
images of traffic, and taxis report
their current position and
availability. Also, buses servicing
the 5,000 bus stops island-wide
report their occupancy levels once

A commuter checking out interactive “smart boards” at a bus stop. Such boards offer information such as bus timings, the weather and street directory. There are physical books to browse, as well as
e-books to download too. Commuters can also use mobile phone charging points and free Wi-Fi. ST FILE PHOTO
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