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Fostering stronger ties

Fabrice Filliez, the new Swiss ambassador to Singapore, shares some of the new and exciting activities taking place in the coming months that will
further strengthen bilateral relations between both countries. BY NARENDRA AGGARWAL

HE new Swiss am
bassador,
Fabrice Filliez, is
a career diplo
mat. Prior to his
appointment as
ambassador to
Singapore and
Brunei, he served in Berne for five
years at the Swiss State Secretariat for
International Financial Matters with
the title of Ambassador in charge of
multilateral tax matters.

Narendra Aggarwal: As the new
Swiss Ambassador to Singapore, how
would you describe the state of bilat
eral relations in various fields — polit-
ical, business, education, research
and innovation, etc?

Ambassador Fabrice Filllez: Rela-
tions between Switzerland and Singa.
pore are excellent at all levels. Just
last year, we celebrated 50 years of
diplomatic relations - 50 years that
were characterised by a progressively
growing partnership. We regularly
provide many frequent high level vis-
its, both Swiss officials coming to
Singapore, as well as Singapore rep-
resentatives being warmly welcomed
in my country.

We also have strong and dense
business ties. Nearly half of all Swiss
exports to South-east Asia go to Singa-
pore. A similar picture can be drawn
for investments. Switzerland is the
seventh largest investor in Singapore,
and ranks fourth in Europe in terms
of destination for Singapore ODI. We
have over 400 Swiss firms represen:
ted in Singapore, employing more
than 25,000 people.

And last but not least, we share a
lot of common interests when it
comes to education, science and tech-
nology. Some of the top Swiss univer-
sities are represented in Singapore.
For example, ETH Zurich was invited
by Singapore's National Research
Foundation and has vast research fa-

cilities at the Campus for Research Ex-
cellence and Technological Enter-
prise (CREATE). The University of
St Gallen is offering Asian-related aca-
demic activities through its own sub-
sidiary, the St Gallen Institute of Man-
agement in Asia Pte Ltd (SGI). The
Swiss Hospitality School (EHL,
Lausanne) one of the best hospitality
management schools in the world, is
also very active in Singapore.

Narendra Aggarwal: Can you share
with us your priorities as the new
Swiss Ambassador in the coming
months?

Filliez: | am fo-
cusing on getting to know the various
stakeholders who are active in the
Swiss-Singapore relationship. | am
talking about the Swiss community
here, the numerous Swiss companies
and institutions, as well as the com-
petent Singapore authorities and
Singapore business entities. This en
ables me to grow a better understand-
ing of how we can profit from each
other and further strengthen the
Swiss-Singapore ties.

As already both in

Ambassador Fabrice Filliez: You are
absolutely right, we see our mission
in doing our best in nourishing the
Swiss-Singapore relations from all
angles, including “from below”, while

Swiss ambassador
Fabrice Filliez will
focus on getting to
know the various
stakeholders in the
Swiss-Singapore
relationship.
PHOTO: EMBASSY OF
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SINGAPORE

public and private events centring on
Switzerland and its culture. This will
be taking place in the spring of 2019.

Narendra Aggarwal: Getting back to

political and economic domains the
two states enjoy good and sustain-
able relations. We both face chal-
lenges in similar fields such as educa

apositive i of
civil society entities and all interested
people. For this, we have a number of
upcoming new events. We are plan-
ning a new sport format for kids: the

tion, fintech or i ion. 1 see
strong potential in working together
on these topics and learning more
from each other. In the coming
months, | will therefore continue to
feel the pulse of the various parties in
volved to make sure we can profit
from synergies and opportunities
arising.

Narendra Aggarwal: | understand
that a diplomatic job also addresses
some targeted, if you permit me to
say, popular activities. What are initi-
atives of such a kind that will be tak
ing place in the near future, if any?

Switzer] Tennis Fest-
ival, which will take place at the end
of October. It will build on the success
of a similar football tournament,
which has been a big highlight in our
calendar for many years and Is co-
organised with Sport Singapore since
our 50-year diplomatic relations an
niversary edition. Just like our foot-
ball tournament, the Switzerland-
Singapore Tennis Festival will em
brace boys and girls from various
backgrounds and aim to foster pas-
sion for sports and cultural exchange
among the youth in both countries.
Another exciting project is the
so-called “Swiss Week" - a series of

ic activities, are there any of-
ficial visits from Switzerland to Singa-
pore that are being planned? If so,
who are likely to be coming to the
city-state soon?

Ambassador Fabrice Filliez: The pro-
fessional interaction at all levels is the
important ongoing process. Just re:
cently, Federal Councillor Guy
Parmelin attended the Shangri-La Dia-
logue. It was a great honour for me to
welcome this delegation in my role as
the new Swiss Ambassador here.

For the Asean Foreign Ministers
Meeting in Singapore at the beginning
of August, we will be welcoming our
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Pas
cale Baeriswyl.

In November, the State Secretary
for International Financial Matters,
Jorg Gasser, will be visiting us in the

context of the FinTech Festival taking
place here. There are also some mean:
ingful contacts within research and in-
novation, for example the planned
visitin late November of the State Sec
retary for Education, Research and In-
novation Mauro Dell’Ambrogio. The
above list is, of course, hardly ex
haustive.

Narendra Aggarwal: Talking about re
search and.innovation, we have heard
about the Cooling Singapore initiative
by ETH, the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology Zurich. Why in your view
is it an exciting thing to look forward
to?

Ambassador Fabrice Filliez: We are
talking about a project that unites re-
search, technical applications, and cit-
izen participation. Cooling Singapore
not only showcases the excellence in
research of ETH and other Swiss insti
tutions: it also demonstrates that
their know-how combined with re
markable Singapore's ambition can
lead to tangible measures to mitigate
the effects of climate change and
even further improve the island's at
traction.

It is both a task force obtaining
and exchanging knowledge. But it
also aims at developing clear
roadmaps to actually coordinate
measures to fight the problem. I truly
think that this is only the beginning of
even more high level collaborations
between our two countries. If such an
exciting project like Cooling Singa-
pore proves to be successful, this will
surely boost enthusiasm for even
deeper cooperation in finding re-

Ambassador Fabrice Filliez: F10 is a
proven expert, ranked multiple times
among the 10 best European incub-
ator and accelerators. It is a non
profit organisation that supports and
guides start-ups in transforming their
ideas into successful companies.
Working together with SIX (the Swiss
Stock Exchange), Baloise Group, Ju-
lius Bér, Generali Group Switzerland,
PwC Switzerland, Raiffeisen, Zircher
Kantonalbank, eny Finance and ERI
Bancaire, F10 is at the forefront of the
new financial paradigm. The associ-
ation aims to bridge the gap between
exciting new ideas and tomorrow’s
leading products.

F10 is organising a FinTech Hacka-
thon event with the theme “Get access
to FinTech trends and young talents”
from Sept 21-23 at SMU. This event
will be open to the community within
the whole region, and is targeted to
have a good mix of corporate and
non-corporate individuals. Through
the 48-hour hackathon, F10 aims to
harmonise the Swiss and Asian
fintech ecosystems, and to facilitate
cooperation between young talents
and corporations. Through its part-
ners that are crucial for Switzerland's
banking and insurance industry, the
participants will also have the oppor-
tunity to access the latest global
fintech trends and meet like minded
people with a common goal, to re-
shape the global finance world. All in
all, the event aims at continuing to
write successful stories akin to the
ones in Switzerland, forging valuable
partnerships and giving birth to new
game changing fintech ideas.

sponses to the major
challenges in the future.

Narendra l: What can Singa-
pore expect from F10's fintech activ-
ity planned for September this year at
Singapore Management University
(SMU)?

based on your first impressions, what
would you say if you were permitted
only a single word reply to the ques-
tion “What should one come to Singa-
pore for?"

Ambassador Fabrice Filliez: inspira
tion.
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